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WKNAWOMAN WRITES A CHECK

Why is It that tho nvorago woman
cannot be taught to write or Indorse n
bank check? It is regarded by bank
officials and employes ns tho eighth
wonder of the world and a never to bo
solved mystery why it cannot be done,
but it is generally admitted that it is
one of the impossible things comparable
only to tho riddle of tho sphinx or
quarlng tho circle.

The numerical amount on tho date
line, no date at all, the written amount
where tho nntnc of the pages should bo
written (and tho written and printed
amount to disagree nt least CO cents),
any slgnnture In any place tho back
of the check is Just ns good ns nny-whe-

else and n sniff or a fuss if tho
prematurely gray paying teller dares
to make a correction I That's tho way
tho average woman banks, except that
she can ring In a dozen changes In ns
many minutes. "And tho Indies. God
bless em," said tho president of one
of tho big trust companies, "all lovo to
bank and they nro nil nt It- - The goner
nlity of them would rather linvo n bank
nccount and linvo it overdrawn 7 cents
than sport n solid silver purse full of
shining gold coin. 'My bank' nro words
that they linger over lovingly and their
elation knows no bounds when n type
written letter from the cashier requests
Mrs. X. to call nt tho bank In regard
to her nccount. which is overdrawn
$3.33.

'"Only recently n prominent Chicago
woman, upon receiving ono of theso no
tices from our bank, rushed In breath
lowly nnd confided to tho cashier that
sho did not know nny money was com
Ing to her, for sho thought she had
drawn It nil out, nnd sho asked sweetly
how sho could get It Should sho mnko
n check for It or would the teller give
It to her if sho presented tho slip the
bank had sent her.

"Dut it is not nlwnys tho women who
how Ignorance of the forms of hand'

ling checking accounts, nnd nt tho end
of a week will go over them, and make
tbcra balance to n cent. Hut n business
man with n savings nccount very fre-
quently gets himself sadly tangled up.
The savings bank book always seems to
blm to bo n Chinese puzzle, and ninny
nro tho breaks bo will make. Ho will
sometimes wrlto out nn order for his
nccount" on tho bank book Itself, nnd
end somo ono to collect It."
Tho women have n very satisfactory

way to themselves, If not to tho bnnk
officials, of adding milllclent funds to
their account to meet nn overdraft
Only n few days ngo n lady who had
been notified that her nccount was bad
ly overdrawn presented herself to the
raihlcr nnd asked Just what sho must
do to rectify tho mlstnke. Ho courtc-iius-ly

explained that sho must deposit
rnough money in tho bnnk or a check
large enough to cover the amount due.
Her fnco brightened nnd sho sighed ns
If a great load wero taken off her mind,
at calmly down and wrote a check for

tho amount duo nnd sho drew It upon
tho same nccount nnd tho samo bank.
Sho does not understand to this day
why the bank would not accept it. Just
give a woman a check book' nnd there
Is no telling to whnt lengths sho can
and will go.

Many nmu&lng talcs of women's bank
Ing methods nro told. An official of n
Chicago banking company said n lady
walked Into his bnnk recently and re-

quested a loan of $500. She was asked
for her security whether sho owned
property or land in tho city. Sho re
plied In tho negative, whereupon tho
ofllclnl snld that ho wns sorry, but thoy
did not do business on such terms. The
lady wos moro than Indignant nnd In
slsted that ho go out and look nt tho
rlgn on his building nnd then ho would
very plainly ko tho word "trust." Sho
guessed what that meant hecauso her
grocer trusted her and she never had to
glvo him nny security.

"Nnv money,'" not tho sound nrtlcle,
Is tho cry of tho femnlo financier, nnd
woo to tho bank that Is not prepared to
hand out fresh, crisp bills nnd newly
minted coin in return for a mixed up.
badly written, ink bedaubed check.
Women object strenuously to making
out their own deposit slips nnd cannot
or will not understand that the bank
requests them to do It for their own
protection. A great ninny women re
quire tho teller to mnko out their
checks. Not long ngo n bank had an
amusing experience with n new depos-
itor. Sho confessed to tho teller that
sho did not know how to make a check,
and h made It nut for her, explaining
ns ho went along. Then ho handed it
to her, saying: "Sign, madam, lower
line, please." Sho took tho check and
delivered tho goods nil right, for when
sho returned It for payment the chock
was signed "Lower lino" In a dainty
hand.

At ono of the big national banks somo
months ngo a perfumed, crested note of
a depositor of the bnnk read: "PIcaso
stop payment on check No. 107, ns I

ly burned tho same." A
depositor at tho samo hank was notified
that her nccount wns overdrawn, but
ttlll her checks continued to pour in.
IVhcn they did not ceaso for four or flv
days nn official called her up on tho tel-

ephone and told her that payment
would be stopped on her checks unless

. f , ,

he ruado her nccount good. She puffed
right up nml said she would show hlra
that ho wns wrong nml thnt sho had
money In the bank. Unit nn hour later
he enmc down to the bank with her

check book and the explanation that
"sho knew she was right, for there were
nt least halt a dozen blank checks left
In tho book I"

Another peculiarity Is tho way they
mnko out checks to themselves. Where
a man makes it out to "cash" a woman
makes it to tho order of Mary Drown,
signs it Mary Drown, and turns it over
and indorses it "Mary Drown." Thtil
far have women progressed in the last
ten years, since It became common for
them to do general banking business.
It remains to bo seen how much they
will develop in tho next ten years.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

AUTOS CHURN BUTTER.

Farmer VHIIte Hoot-WaKo- na Whit
The? Arn Craanlnoj IlrltlKe.

"The rond thnt runs from Denver out
past Petersburg and on down to Little-
ton, Cnstlo Hock, Larkspur, Palmer
Lake, Colorado Springs and nil points
south" passes the homo of John 0.
Muler nnd Is thickly traversed by auto-
mobiles. In fact, one of those Joy bug-
gies comes n nlong nbout or-cr- y

second, or perhaps oftener, keeping
peaceable residents of thnt community
cither sidling along ns closo to tho edgo
of the rond ns, tho ba,rb wlro will per-
mit, or climbing trees.

It occurred to Muler that with nil
those ntitos streaming by he might utll-iz- o

them to his own ndvnntngc, and
nuto-churne- d butter Is the result.

There's n small bridge, nbout 20'fcet
long, over n little ditch In front of his
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rowen rnou autos.
house. He Just took up the floor of
that brldgo and relald it, In corduroy
fashion, with round pieces of timber set
very closely together, but which rcvolvo
when nn nuto or nny other vchlclo
strikes them. Then, under thnt brldgo
and attached to the logs, ho framed up
n system of cogs which work whenever
tho brldgo floor does. He carried a
pieco of belting to tho houso and at-

tached It to tho handle of a revolving
churn.

Now, every tlmo anything passes over
that brldgo the floor turns, and tho
turning of tho floor turns bis churn,
over nnd over, with marvelous rapidity.
Tho autos nnd other vehicles como so
closely together that Muler soon has n
mess of very fine butter churned up.
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It Is very unfortunnte thnt tho re--
taller, speaking generally, does not ap-
preciate tho value of local advertising.
It would seem ns though ambition
should dictate tho enlargement of ono'a
business, nnd to many merchants such
a result Is easily attained. The way
to do It Is Quito simple.

It Is well known thnt women nro the
best buyers nnd, ns n rule, the goods
they buy nro tho most profitable. To
attract them your store must be mag-
netic 1. e., clenn, neat, stocks well ar-
ranged nnd tho goods appealing to them
prominently displayed.

Doing this Is properly classed ns ad-
vertising, but It must be backed by
Intelligent, d nnd courteous
clerks to mnko tho sales. After having
accomplished this reform then, by all
means, contract for n regulnr spaco In
your local papers and placo your

.In advance. Arrange the
copy for frequent chnnges, mako tho
matter and makeup attractive, nnd be
Hiiro to refer to tho seasonable goods at
tho proper time.

If such n hlmple course Is followed
the result will bo n pleasant surprise
to any merchant who has not been a
believer In publicity. The good mer-
chant realizes that ho does not hnvo to
cut prices to make sales. Thero Is an
ensler way to mako business nnd keep
profits In these times. The rulo Is as
simple as can be advertise and sup-
port your announcements with nn at-

tractive More and courteous treatment
of customers. Hnrdwnre.

Prohibition!! I'arnpnraae,
"What wo want now," said ono pro-

hibition campaigner, "Is somo
title for our candidate, such

as It Is now customary to glvo tho head
of tho ticket."

"Very true," replied tho other.
"Why not refer to him as 'tho beerlcss
leader? "Washington Star.

A Wall htri-e- l Itecrull.
The manager I don't exactly like

tho way you have drawn your tramp.
You make hlrn talk like n stock broker.

Tho plnyrlght Well, that's all right
this year, uln't It? Cleveland I'laln
Dealer.

Ever notice how many things there
aro In tho shop windows that you hare
no earthly use for?
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I ADVENTURES OP o
5 LITTLE WILLIE. 2w w

He Tires of His School Books; o
Runs Away from Home in ang
Attempt to Become famous, o
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MONDAY.
Gee It betei tho dlkenz how n feller

haa ter go ter school oil tho time. I

wlsht that I was big like Flten bob
Yens an kud go off on battle ships to

pltses nn kud see sites. I bet the girls
wudtnt laf at me then an titter when
1 ktrm bnk with models on things.

this gogrnfy lessen la awfel
hard an the teacher is ere today to
ine tu bcknuz I dldent know my other
lessens for I set up late las nlto roadtn
tobeson kruso.

but this Is to be my las day in akule
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"THIS LESEN IS AWTEL 1IAB0."

anyhow. I pes they wll wlsht they had
ben respecktfel ter me when they here
how I her got up In the world after
nwhyel nn nm rich nn own lots of
houzcz. 1 nm off termorrer fcr ncvada
tu get rich dlgcn gold. I her bin watch-e- n

n car belli lotted to go to nlrlzona
on I kin walk tho rest of tho way.

TUESDAY.
I must hev kum nn nwfel ways last

nlto In this car for It humped around
at nlto. Its hold in hero but there Is
somo straw nroiind the boxes so 1 ges
I kan kopo warm for I her my mind
maid up tu stick It out.

but etlu' cold souses nn brcd ain't

"ETIN' COLD BAU8E0 AN' DBED."

what It's kracked up tu bee. ,1 wud
glv wun of my foro quartern fer n drluk
of water but I ges I kin stand It nwhyel
yet.

I got to thlnkcn thnt If I nud die
for want of water tho kids nt skulo
wud fclo purty bad an' maybe susen
Evens wud put tho wretho I glr acr
for Krlstmes on my grnr nn' maybe
they wud fire off a salut orer my grav
thlnkln' that I dido gamo an' with my
butes on nz tho feller who kot killed
by Dlk of Eglo Pas did.

It must be an awfel long ways tu
alrlzonn.

I nm mltcy tired set In down tu.

WEDNESDAY.
If I bed knowd that the car was

beln bumped nl round the ralcroad
yards I wud not her gone thursry nl
day an nlte. when I got out nt last I

found thnt I uz rlto hero at home nl
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"I YEU) I WUZ CKAZEV."

most only way oft lu cnothcr end of
town.

my snuscg an bredo tied glr out, so
1 went out begon an kum tu a nlco
nous, tho ladey who kum tu tho doro
ed she pltyed mo nn tuk mo Inside

an glr mo lots tu ote. she kept tnlken
tu mo nn sed I wnz much Ilk her boy
wuo grwa up an nad gone off.

be glr mo plo an knko an say It waz
pudln tu goln tu skulc. but after
nwhyel I herd some ono talkcu to some-
body elso in tho next rum. then the
ladey went out nn 1 herd her say Yes
offlslr he luks llko tho plkshur of tho
boy In tho paper who run off.

when tho cop kum In 1 rcinhcrcd
what tho Ole sluth did wunst an I ycld
I wnz crnzey from a bug asylum an
portended tu bar n fit nn tho lnde;
fan ted nu tho cop run tu her an I

THURSDAY.
I wnlkt al nlto but from whnt tho

peplo sez 1 nln't no wher ncro nlrlzona.
I kum tu a mllkmanz hous this morn-
ing nn nskt for wurk. ho nskt what I

kin do an 1 sez any kind uf honest toll
tints rcspocl.tibel nn ho put me, nt
wurk fedln kowz.

1 never did III; kowz much, thpy nro
al rite In summer tu luk at. but I nor-e- r

did Ilk tu wurk around them. 1 fole

that I eraed my dnloy bred today. 4

wurked hnrd enuf.
the milkman hoz a nlco dnuter. I

tole her wunst today that I expect to
bo a King orsomethln' some day. 1 tolo
her I expoctcfl to go nl round tho wurld
some day on "sho buged out her eyez.

l round n button In ono poket thnt
Susen glr me las weko an beleren her
flkel Cu my lore glr It to this girl. I
tole her thnt she Is a drcme an that

"I EXPECT TO BE A KINO 80ME DAT."

sho wud Ink wcl in n mntishun Ilk mine
Is tU' bo nn after super sho glr me
uvu uuugunuis. i cio wun. mo omar
la for my plllcr tu slope on.

tho boss droro mo to bod nt 7 oklock.
tho life of some wurken men la hard.

FRIDAY.
the bora mndo mo git up way In the

nlte We bad got to town with the
wngon I war. on beforo Owl caw wn
ninen. It wns cold nn krepy. I kinder
wlsht that 1 kud go tu skill e ngen but
t dldent let on tho. I know Egle Pete
nlwnya kept n stiff upper lip.

tho milkman stopt often nt places
wher ho went Inside. Wunst a bum
kum up tu the wngon on nskt for milk
I tolo him that I waz n brave man
altho small nn ho Infed but he wai
bluft nl rlto but I wnz skared nl rite.

flnolly wo kum ncrc our hous. bul
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"X BETE THE TOO TO THE WAOUN."

we dont tnko milk of tho man 1 wurked
for so 1 wnscnt much skared.

but we kum tu Susen evens hou and
I tolo the boss be wnz cold nn I wud
tnk the milk In. I waz In hopes Susen
mlto know it1 waz inc. I hnmcrcd the
bnk dore. I maid n big rnkct

flnolly I herd sum' 'wun sny now git
blm Towscr. I run. I be to tho dog
to tho wngon. tho boss wnz aslope,
tho horsez got sknrcd nt tho dog and
run. tho boss fell out. tho horsez run
n long ways, when they stopt I crawl-
ed from under the wrck nn run thru
park.

SATURDAY.
Its purty hard to har the pollse on

ycr trak. nl morning I dodged them,
ono big cop got me. but I tolo htm thnt
I wurked rlto around tho corner an kud
provo it. tho bluf worked, but my
honrt waz In my mouth.

I tried for wurk nt several plasca
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"HE WASN'T EZEV."

I kudent get a ob, every thing lukt
dark tu me.

finally I dcslded to walk past our
hous iu the alley. I figured tho kuk
mite so me. I Jst wanted her tu let
tho folks know l kud live without thero
vlttels.

I wnlkt pnst tho hous twice nobody
seined to notes me. I waz Just goln
around tho korner to grosery when I

run rite Into pn. ho wasn't czey bo-kn-

wo wuz lu tho strcte. ho wnz
wurso than ole everet True everSvill
got.

when i got In th hous I .wnz put In
tho bath tub an wnslit thro times wuns
with hot water an twlco with cold,
even the dog growld nt me. nt the
supper tnbel tho folks wero quiet I

felt llko an outkast. but after I hod
gone tu bed mother kum up nn put
her nrmz around mo an wo talkt It
over an I ges everything Is square now
an i nm goln tu church tomorror.
Clnclnnntl Post

Very Sniriiclou.
A farmer had n very sagacious dog

wh'lch ho had trained to count bis
sheep ns they passed through n partic-
ular opened gate, against which n pile
of stones were placed for tho dog's use.
As each sheep passed through tho dog
placed ouo of tho stones aside, Ono
day, much to tho farmer's surprise, he
found tho dog trying to break a stone
In half, nnd on himself counting the
flock ho found thero hnd been nn ad-

dition in tho night of n lamb.

Tim Oei'iialun Cor II,
"Ho says ho never prayed In all bis

life."
"What a monotonous existence) Ap-

parently ho has nover been In a tight
place" The Catholic Standard and
Timet.

SOMETHING TOE EVERYBODY

Tho delivery of London's milk re-

quires 4, ."CO horses.
No less thnn .10.000,000 yen ($1C,-000.00-

Is yearly spent by foreign
visitors In Japan,

No fewer than .172 different wnys of
spelling Ypsllnutl have been copied
from envelopes nnd recorded by a post-

master.
The African peanut Is less delicate

than tho American ns nn nrtlcle of
food, but It yields more generously lu
oil, nnd Is more easily crushed.

When n vessel Is on her trial trip
sho runs four times over n measured
mile, twlco with nnd twlco against the
tide. Her nverngc speed Is thus ar-
rived at.

Sailing vessels nro coming into vogue
again, especially within the last five
years, after having been practically
banished from the ocean by tho quicker
and more easily controlled steamships.

Owners of even tho smallest toy
establishments in tho

district, Oermnny, cater for
the foreign trade. Factories employ-
ing from six to twenty people nro no
exception.

Dokl Indians In Canada are to be'
made wealthy by the salo of their pine
lands. The total revenue from the sale
Df the lands will npproxlmato $1,000,-DO-

nnd some families will receive ns
much ns $20,000.- -

Telegrams from Kiev stnte that
thero Is n plague of caterpillars In
ninny parts of southwestern Russia. In
some places the railway tracks aro
covered by swnrms of the Insects nnd
traffic Is being hludred owing to the
state or the rails.

China Is a bad placo for furniture
In the siunincr months It Is so damp
that furniture put together with glue
falls apart and drawers stick, while In
tho dry mohths furniture goes to tho
other extreme and often exhibits cracks
half nn Inch or moro In width.

Severn! earthquake shocks have been
felt recently In tho Congo district, Af-

rica. There have Imjcii no casualties,
but tho natives, were panic-stricke-

Many of them ran for miles and re-

fused to return to their villages unless
they received guns nnd nmmuultlon.

Cnunda's government has rent out n
urvey party to lay out the town site of

Fort. Churchill, tho future metropolis
of Hudson Day. The only settler who
Is now on tho proposed site, which In

on the cast sldo of Churchill river, op-

posite tho Hudson Day post, will bo en-

titled to n frco giant of 100 acres.
Somo navvies lu a railway carrlagi

were onco lu loud couversntlon, swear-
ing boisterously tho while. Ouo ot
them wns especially fluent, "Mj
friend," said another passenger Ic
shocking tones, "where did you lcarc
to uso such language?" "Learn l';
cried tho navvy. "You can't learn It
guv'nor. U'h n gift, that's wot It Is."

Dundee Advertiser.
Of tho into Lnugdon Smith, the Jour-

nalist nnd nuthor, n Denver reporter
said tho other day: "I remember my
first visit to Wnshlngton. Smith, big
and handsome and vivacious, showed
mo about. From nn eminence u great
pale dome rose up against tho bluo sky,
tho domo of- - tho Capitol. 'What Is
thnt?' mild 1. 'That?' said Smith, 'Oh,
that's tho national gas works,"

A process for protecting Iron and
steel from rust has been Invented nnd
patented by T. W. Coslett, of Temple
row, Dlrmlngham, England. This con-

sists In Immersing the nrtlelo In a hot
phosphorlzed solution containing nn
iron compound. Tho surface of the
Iron is converted Into n mixture of
ferrous nnd ferric phosphates, and pre-

sents n pleasing dull-blac- k appearance.
This process makes tho Iron highly re-

sistant to corrosion, mid is being ap-

plied to nil kinds of light engineering
work, such ns cycle frames, gun bar-

rels, etc.
Otto E. Schaar, president of a club

of Now York waiters, said tho other
day of a parsimonious young man:
"Ho resembles n chap they tell about
In Ducks county. This chap lived
nlouo with his father. On tho old
man's death ho would inherit tho farm.
Wcl), finally tho old man took ale!:.
His end drew near. Tho son Bat up
with him n night or two, expecting him
to pass away, but ho lingered on. On
tho fifth or sixth night tho sou, In-

stead of sitting up, put ii lamp, turned
very very low, on a tnhlo by tho bed
and went to his own room with tho
caution : 'When you feel that It Is all
over with you, father, dou't forut to
blow out tho lamp.' "

A beautiful story is told soinewhoro
of Sir Hubert Herkomer, tho great
painter. His father was n poor man,
itnd tho professor brought him from
his nutlvo laud of Germany to live
with him in Ills beautiful houso near
Loudon. Tho old mini used to model
In clay lu his early life, mid now that
ho had leisure lie took to It again In
his old age. Dut his bauds trembled
and tho work showed signs of Imper-
fection. It wns his oue sorrow. At
night ho went to bed early, mid when
ho had gone his sou would gq Into tho
studio, tuko his turner's poor work mid
mako It as beuutlliil us possible. When
the old man came down In tho morn-
ing ho would look nt tho work mid rub
bis bauds and say, "Hal I can do as
well as ever I- - did." Scholars' Own.

To tho outsldo world tho greatest
ornithological oddity lu this country
Is tho kookiiburrn, says tho Sidney
(Australia) Times. In earlier times it
wns known ns tho "settler's clock,"
from a belief that Its Joyous pieans
wero vented regularly nt morn, noou
and dusk, being quiescent through tho
hent of tho forenoon nnd tho wnno of
tho afternoon. That belief has long
been shattered. Tho kookaburra
laughs Just when tho lit takes It, par-
ticularly when excited; nnd It laughs
ns readily at tho violent dentil of Its
mother-in-la- ns it does nt tho enraged
K'ttler, when ho falls off his haystack.
A wounded bird makes n aVmumlenl
row, which will bring all others with-
in hearing into tho neighboring tree,
mid these nt onco set up nn echoing
cackle that Is repeated again and
gain.
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MYSTERIES Off BONO SLANG.

Onions Are Akin to Sentiment in
I he Mnalo Hall World.

How many people would guess the
meaning of n "Spanish onion song?"

This strange phrase one of the many
to be found In the professionals' dic-
tionary of slang is used to denote tho
music hall ballad, and owes Its origin
to the fact that no mem-
ber of Its race would be without n pa-

thetic reference to "dear old mother" or
"somebody's sweetheart far away."
Now, pathos draw tenrs, nnd so do
onions. The rest Is obvious, says tho
Cleveland Plain Dcatcr,

These ballads nro also known by tho
name of "Give me your kind npptause
songs," n title which Is nlso applied to
ditties whose duty It Is to drnw atten-
tion to somo misdeed on the part of the
Impcrinl government.

Artists, too, always allude to the last
song they slug ns their third song,
though In mnny cases it mny be their
second or their fourth.

"Drenthers'' nro so cnlled liccnuse tho
unfortuiinto artist who sings them haa
no chance to breathe unless, pcrhnps,
he surreptitiously drops n strny note
here nnd there nnd thus draws n few
molecules of nlr Into his lungs. Theso
songs of which "Tho Irish Christen-
ing" is mi example always havo nt
lenst five long verses, which nre run
ono Into the other mid sung without n
break of any kind.

A typo of song which Is designed
with tho express purpose of deceiving
Iho audience Is tho "cod ballad." With
jrcat ingenuity tho composer begins
his verso lu n highly sentimental tone,
when, Just ns the audience is com-

mencing to search for Its pocket hand-
kerchief, n sudden turn Is given to the
words nnd every one realizes that ho
has been tricked. The whole thing Is,

In fnct, veriest parody. "Mlnglo your
eyebrows with mine, love," is n enso In
point.

At tho present moment tho music hnll
world In searching high mid low for
concerted numbers, which form 0 per
cent of the senslde. Theso nro merely
solos, rewritten to form trio?, quartets
or quintets for Pierrots and outdoor
theatrical troupes, while "extra busi-

ness' Is added to suit requirements.
Motto songs, which uro increasing In

popularity every day, will nlfo, It Is ex-

pected, help to pass the hours for tho
loungers on "those yellow sands." These
ditties ul ways point an excellent moral.

Tho "production number" Is n term
which needs some explanation. It
means that tho song Is elaborated or
"featured'' with chorus girls mid Is

"produced" on n moro elaborate scale
than tho ordinary number. It nlso re-

quires special scenery, with effects.
Soubrctto songs glvo tho lden of

songs always sung by souhrcttes. They
must, however, fulfill certnln other re-

quirements. Tho chorus, ns in othcr
songs, do not remain tho same, tho
couplet In every c&so being differently
worded. v

BORED AND PLUGGED.

The Truthful Slory at m Ship Struck
by MkMiiIuk.

"In Duliith down ou tho docks somo
days ngo somo fresh water Ancient
Mnrlncrs wero talking of adventures
ou tho raging main," began nn old
steamship man. "'Captain II.,' snld
one, 'It jeems to mo I've heard some-wher- o

thnt your vessel wos'oneo struck
by lightning while sailing, Railing over
the bounding main'?'

" 'Yep, twice,' said Captain II, 'Hap-
pened off Point Aux Dnnpies 'bout fif-

teen years ngo. We wcroJoggln' 'long
when a thunderstorm overtook us, nnd
tho very first flash of llghtnlii' struck
tho deck amidships and bored a bole
ns big ns my right leg right down
through tho bottom of the vessel.'

" 'And she foundered, of course?'
"'No, sir. Tho water began rushln'

In, and sho would have foundered, but
thero came n second flash, and n bolt
struck my foreto' gallant mast. It
was cut off near the top, turned bot-

tom cud up, and ns It enmo down It
entered the hole aud plugged It up as
tight as a drum. Wheu wo got down
to drydock wo simply sawed off either
cud and left tho plug lu tho plunks.' "
Washington Herald.

Charry History,
It la still asserted In school books

that cherries wero Introduced to Eng-

land by tho "fruiterer" or green grocer
of Henry VIII. ; nlso, thnt they were
not common for n hundred years after
that time. This Is on error. Mr.
Thomas Wright found tho nmno In ev-

ery ouo of the Anglo-Saxo- n vocabula-
ries which ho edtted. So common were
they nnd so highly esteemed that tho
tlmo for gathering them becnino n rec-
ognized festival "cherry fair" or
"feast." And this grew Into a pro-

verbial expression for fleeting Joys.
Gowcr says tho friars taught that "llfo
Is but a chcryefayre," nnd Hopo "on-dure-

but a throwe, right ns It wero a
cheryefeste." Thero Is moro than ono
record of the purchaso of trees for tho
king's garden nt Westminster centuries
liefore Henry VIII. wns born. Dut
Pliny contradicted tho fable, ns If In
prophetic mood. After telling that Lu-cu- ll

us first brought cherries to Romo
(from Pontus, In 080 A. U. C), he adds
that In tho courso. of 120 years tho."
havo spread widely, "even passing orer
sen to Drltnln." Cornhlll Magazine.

FatalltUa.
"Yes," snld tho beauteous young

thing, "when I nske,'d papa If I might
go mountain climbing he took my head
off. Dut I had my own way, of
course, and finally the crowd got start-
ed, and you know they mndo mo put
on a lot of wraps mid things that sim-
ply suffocated me. Aud nbout half-
way up I 'slipped and fell over a ell If
mid broko my neck) Indeed, yes.
And when they had lifted and pulled
mo back on the trail I absolutely died
from pain. But beforo long I was
ablo to go ou to tho top, but by tho
tlmo wo wero almost thero t collapsed
and snt down, for I could nover
brcutho ngnln. Dut they iniulo mo pull
myself together mid lu tlmo wo got
to tho summit, nnd thero It was so
cold I frozo to death I Ooophl Aud I
wna glad; I can tell you, when we
caino down at last, mid as soon as
they gpt mo homo I went to bedt dead

"from exhaustion." Independent.

,v
Ivm science

rIiivention
Water pities of terra cottn were used

In Creto forty centuries ngo. Those sup-
plying drinking wnter consisted of a
cries of subconlcnl tubes socketed Into

each .other, with collars and "stop
ridges," so constructed ns to give the
water a shooting motion, thus prevent-
ing accumulation of sediment.

An asbestos shingle roof, when prop-
erly made, will outlast the life of the
building Itself, says Popular Mechanics.
The simple exposure to the elements
causes tho cement covering of the as-
bestos fiber to crystallize and It becomes
more nnd more serviceable ns time
rolls on, steadily toughening nnd hard-
ening with exposure. Tho fnct that the
elements tako better care of these
shingles thnn the best paint or dress-
ing, does away with this expense.

A French scientist, M. Dcrtln, la
dealing with tho subject of const ero-
sion, mentions that the Island of Jer-
sey once formed n part of the Conti-
nent of KiiroK. Ho has nlso brought
to light tho Interesting fnct that there
still exists an ancient charter by which
a certain nbhey was compelled to fur-
nish the necessary plank for communi-
cating with the Island from tho main-
land nt low wnter. The extent to which
tho sen has encroached on iho land Is
evident from tho fnct that tho Journey
from the mainland of France to the
Island by steamboat now takes an hour,

English technical Journals quote with
approval tho recently announced con-
clusions of John II. Heck concerning
tho durability of mild steel In actual
service In mnchlncry, ships, nnd so
forth. This Is n question which Is not
settled by the preliminary tests .of
strength. Mr. Heck shows thnt nearly
all tho failures of steel occur very early
In Its history. If n plate, or bar, of mild
steel lasts for n year In service, It may
e trusted to Inst for many years. The

most Injurious thing Is continual bend-
ing backward and forward, ns In what
Is called the "panting" of n boiler end.
As London Engineering imts it, steel
has n somewhat "tumultuous youth,"
but "In middle ngo It Is trustworthy,
nnd In old ngo lieyond reproach." In
regard to corrosion, thero Is difference
of opinion, Bomq holding that steel cor-
rodes more readily than Iron.

Ono of tho most astonishing objects
In tho heavens, especially when photo-
graphed, Is the great nebula In tho con-
stellation Andromeda, which Is visible
as n misty speck to tho nnked eye. It
has long puzzled nctronomers, becauso
while Its structure a scries of vast
rings surrounding n central mass
suggests n gaseous constitution, Its
spectrum Is continuous, resembling that
of tho sun. It has been suggested that
It may bo composed of stars constitut-
ing n universe external to ours. Recent
studies of Its parallax, however, Indi-
cate that it Is nearer to us than some
at the well-know- n stars, such as n,

and J. Ellard Gore, the English
astronomer, points out that If the
Andromeda nebula wero nssumed to bo
an external universe, having n dlnmcter
comparable with that of tho Milky
Wn.v, Its mass would be forty million
million million times the mnss of the
sun. This Is regarded as Incredible,
and so may bo taken ns nn additional
argument In favor of tho view that this
nobuln Is a member of our system.

COLS WATER WEDDINGS.

This Marriage Ccremonr ConaUta of
Wanhlna-- tha Head.

Mnrrlngo among tho Hop), n tribe
of tho Pueblo Indians, Is nn Institution
regarding which thoso most concerned
havo lenst to say. When tho parents of
a girl find It expedient for her to get
married, they look up an avnllnblo man
and negotiate with his parents.

After tho matter has been arranged
tho principals nre notified, tho girl
goes to tbo home of tho bridegroom's
parents nnd grluds corn for them for
three weeks, whllo the bridegroom
makes n kind of sash for tbo bride.
Then ono morning at sunrise they both
bntho their heads In cold water, which
completes the ceremony.

Thero hnvo been instances of tbo
bridegroom refusing to go through tbo
performance, snys n writer In Outing.
It has then proceeded without him nnd
been accounted valid, and several weeks
later ho has yielded nnd had bis head
bathed.

The Nnvnjo ceremony Is much moro
clabornto and impressive, but then the
Navajo girls aro much nicer. Tho reg-
ular tariff on n Nnvnjo girl entering
tho port of mntrlmony for the first
tlmo Is twelvo horses. On tho second
occasion tho tax Is nino horses, whllo
subsequent mnrrlnges nre free.

This Is not pu'rehnso money, but Is
merely a trlbuto of respect to a mother-in-

-law and n token of appreciation
of tho euro and expeuso Involved In
bearing nnd rearing tho lady, n recogni-
tion not unworthy of consideration by
civilized bridegrooms. On the other
band, nnd deserving of. great condemna-
tion, Is thnt law of many tribes, un-

written but of much sanctity, that n
man and his mother-in-la- shall never
meet after tho ceremony.

Complimentary to Htm.
"Really," snld Cholly Sappey, "I

cawn't understand Miss Rood at all.
Sho actually called mo n crank,"

"The Idea I" exclaimed Miss Cutting.
"How flattering)"

"Flattering?"
"Yes, a crank, you know, Is a man

with ono Idea." Catholic Standard
and Times,

Kot Meant for Him,
"See herol" indlgnnntly cried the

transient guest, "here's a collar button
In this stow.",

"Oh,, that's a mistake, sir," replied
tbo waiter,

"A uilstako?"
"Yes, sir; wo never glvo extras ex-

cept to our regular customers." Tha
Catholic Standard aud Times.

Too many in em crowd Into an
elevator rather than make oa

attempt to cllmbthe ladder of success.


